About the Program

The goal of the BackPack Food
Program is to ensure that children who
live in Tood-insecure households are
eligible to receive child-friendly,
nuttitious foed in their backpacks prior
to weekends and schogol breaks. This is
done in a way that is discreet and
confidential so children will not be
stigmatized by taking food home.

In 2008, nearly 1 out of 3 children in the
Mankato Public School District received
Free or Reduced Price Lunch (30%).
We believe that the BackPack Food
Program will help ensure a better
opportunity for children to succeed at
school and in every area of their life.
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Feeding Our Communities
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The program is starting with a pilot at
Franklin Elementary in Mankato and
includes kindergarten through third
grade from March 5 through the end of
the 2009-2010 school year.

The pilot program will be closely
monitored and evaluated to learn what
works well, what parents and children
like or dislike about the program, and
how it can be improved. FOCP will
begin a second pilot phase to add
fourth through sixth grade at Franklin
Elementary in the fall of 2018. It is the
intention of FOCP to seek funding and
expand the BackPack Food Program to
all Mankato/North Mankato grade

schools and eventually all Blue Earth
County grade schools.

CONTACT:

Melinda Wedzina

info @feadingourcommunitiespartners.org
www.feedingourcemmunitiespartners.org
Tel: 507-381-4348 Fax: 507-345-8145

-The me.mbe.rs'-of Feeding Our Communities Partners envision a day whien no resident

of Blue Earth County must expetience hunger. By building heti:vorks and opening

communications, we can utilize and maximize our local food resources to make up for

missing meals in Blue Earth County, in turn improving the health and self-reliance of

our residents. We advocate for sustainable solutions to hunger, demonstrate the
public value of an‘end to hunger, and strive to eliminate the stigma and apathy
S i - connected to hunger. - T ,
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History

BY THE NUMBERS

The BackPack Program concept was developed at the Arkansas Rice Depot, after a
school nurse asked for help because hungry students were coming to her with
stomachaches and dizziness. The local food bank began ¢ provide the school
children with groceries in nondescript backpacks to carry home.

The BackPack Program became a pilot program in 1895. The National Council of
Feeding America approved the BackPack Program as an official national program in
July 2006. More than 140 Feeding America members operated more than 3,600
BackPack Programs and served more than 190,000 children in FY2009.
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